afterschool programming
The SYMI Academy (STEAMulating Young Minds Imagination by BOYS,
Inc.) embraces the integration of Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Mathematics to engage all scholars in authentic learning
experiences aligned with the Bridgeport and surrounding (interdistrict
choice) school standards. BOYS, Inc. offers exciting activities which
stimulate scholars to be healthier and happier, including sports, art
activities and computer exploration. The program provides a warm,
caring environment beyond school hours where your scholars will have
the opportunity to play with school friends and get homework out of
the way before the family sits down to dinner. Scholars will be engaged
in a hands-on program that combines real-life skills that are designed
to inspire creative thinking, teamwork, social skills and problem-solving
for the 21st century with real kid FUN using LEGO® bricks, K'NEX® building
set comes with easy-to-follow, color-coded, step-by-step building
instructions!

summer program
Established in 2015, The SYMI Academy (STEAMulating Young Minds
Imagination by BOYS, Inc.) is the first recreational and educational
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) youth
sports provider. The SYMI Academy is the only organization that offers
the "Wholistic Progression", a uniquely designed academic and athletic
experience that adapts and expands as players grow in their scholarathlete journeys. The "Wholistic Progression" develops total athletes
mentally, athletically, spiritually, and socially-producing players who
excel both on and off the field.

mentorship
The SYMI Academy (STEAMulating Young Minds Imagination by BOYS,
Inc.) offers scholars, that have already been identified as at-risk, an
opportunity to work with a caring mentor to improve their ability to
develop a positive attitude towards their future. The long-term goal of
Bridgeport Organization for Youth Sports is to empower the young
scholar to break the habits that are leading to trouble poor choices
before, during and after in school and in the streets the school day. The
SYMI Academy presently has four mentoring programs.
• Trailblazers: Trailblazers is the central program of The SYMI Academy.
At-risk middle school scholars and their mentors participate in a
structured program. At-risk middle school scholars and their mentors
participate in and an energizing retreat, followed by a seven-month
structured program that includes monthly team-building and group
activities. The program ends conclude with a graduation but while the
mentor and scholar remain together consistent and regular contact for
five months following graduation. cross-country, and track and field.
• TURNAROUND: Turnaround focuses on scholars who are chronically
suspended from elementary and middle schools. The goal of the
program is to rekindle the scholar's commitment to learning and being
successful in the classroom. By empowering young scholars to finish
school, mentors are improving the scholar's success in the work world
as adults.

SHAWN D. BYRD Exevutive Director
A Bridgeport native and Social Entrepreneur, Shawn D. Byrd
is the Founder and Executive Director of The SYMI
Academy. Shawn decided to champion the cause of
community youth after witnessing years of violence and
conflict and its’ direct effect on the lives of the community's
greatest hope and most vital resource; young people.
Over the past two decades, Shawn has been a dedicated
Mentor, Counselor, Coach and Program Director. As
Executive Director of The SYMI Academy, Shawn oversees
all aspects of the day-to-day operations and is responsible
for cultivating long-term strategic partnerships and donor
relationships to increase The SYMI Academy effectiveness
serving unmet needs. The SYMI Academy is focused on
expanding quality services, activities and programs;
building trust and lifetime relationships; and ensuring a
positive impact in the community. Shawn's previous
technology-sector executive management, sales, and
marketing experience will enable him to best lead the
charge toward the successful execution of The SYMI
Academy’s goals and objectives while his extensive
experience working directly with youth as a Mentor,
Football and Baseball Coach, allows him to be a trusted
guide toward success!

• HIGHER GROUND: Higher Ground engages youth involved in the juvenile
court system. The mentoring relationship is utilized to establish a
program of change in the young scholar's life. The mentor encourages
goal-setting, self-discipline, and skill development that improves the
young scholar's sense of hopefulness. Mentors and scholar work oneon-one for a year and are also offered opportunities to participate in
monthly group activities and outings.
• LUNCH FRIENDS: Lunch Friends engages works with scholars from local
elementary schools. Adult mentors come to school each week to have
lunch with their "friend." The program lasts for the duration of the school
year.
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MISSION
STATEMENT
To empower disadvantaged scholars to reach their
highest potential and attain academic excellence
by forming community partnerships, collaborating
with regional colleges and universities, public,
private and charter schools, libraries, youth based
organizations, and churches.
246 LENOX AVE. |BRIDGEPORT, CT 06605

ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW
The SYMI Academy (STEAMulating
Young Minds Imagination by BOYS,
Inc.) is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit,
volunteer-based organization
determined to ignite the intellectual
qualities of young scholars by
providing school-aged girls and boys
vital exposure to preparatory
education and non-traditional
athletic resources. Our collective
goal of utilizing and transforming
facilities across the City of Bridgeport
(CT) and surrounding districts
"ensures every school-aged scholar
has safe and supervised year-round
multi-service educational,
recreational and character-building
activities, where he or she will be
exposed to Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics
(STEAM) disciplines. The SYMI
Academy runs on three progressive
conduits: Academics, Athletics and
Mentorship and provides enriching
programs: After School, Saturday
Academy, Summer Camp,
Mentoring and Leadership programs
for boys' and girls' grades K-12.

Vision and purpose
We are committed to improving the lives of
our scholar-athletes by providing quality
services, programs and activities that earns
the trust and builds lifetime relationships within
our community; while empowering even our
most disadvantaged scholars to reach their
highest potential to attain academic and
athletic excellence. The SYMI Academy
(STEAMulaing Young Minds Imagination by
BOYS, Inc.), Inc. is determined to ignite the
intellectual qualities of young scholars and
provide exposure to preparatory education.
We will drive our mission through community
partnerships and collaboration with the
collective goal to utilize and transform
multiple facilities across the City of Bridgeport
and surrounding districts, which will "ensure
every school aged boy and girl with safe and
supervised year-round multi-service educational, recreational and character-building
activities where our scholars will be exposed
to the Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Mathematics (STEAM) disciplines while
working with educational instructors" in
After-School, Saturday Academy, Summer
Camp, Mentorship and Leadership development programs to prepare scholars to
achieve professionally and personally resulting in developed 'talent' to change lives.

The The SYMI Academy (STEAMulating Young Minds
Imagination by BOYS, Inc.) will strongly support the
mission of the Bridgeport Public Schools. The SYMI
Academy practices project-based learning where
student learning comes alive and are "college-ready,"
as phrased in the Bridgeport Public Schools mission
statement. Current participants in The SYMI Academy
programs learn by building, creating, investigating, analyzing, designing, and engineering. Learning by
doing, provides a reason to learn and the opportunity
to apply the acquired skill and knowledge in
meaningful ways. The SYMI Academy Program(s):
After-School, Saturday Academy and Summer
Camp will succeed as a result of strategic planning,
appropriate grouping, and thoughtful structure.

Program Objectives
• To strengthen academic skills; primarily numeracy
and literacy as related to STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics).
• To provide engaging STEAM learning experiences
and demonstrates the relationship between
STEAM and related professions.
• To create a clear understanding of the relevance
and application of discrete math and science skills
in real-world application
• To empower students to take control of and be
responsible for their academic success.
• To engage students in a greater variety of
non-traditional sports activities, namely: Lacrosse,
fencing, golf, tennis, volleyball, boxing, dance,
flag football, cross-country, and track and field.

